The Pollinator Garden at the Weybridge Town Clerk’s Office

The garden at the Weybridge Town Clerk’s Office was designed and planted by
several residents who are members of Pollinator PathWey, part of the Pollinator
Pathway of Addison County. Pollinator Pathway’s aim is to encourage residents to
set aside at least part of their yards and fields for native plants. As more and more
neighbors do this, they create “pathways” that provide habitat and nutrition for
pollinators.

What is a pollinator-friendly garden?

A pollinator-friendly garden consists of mostly native flowers, shrubs, and trees
that attract and support native pollinators — birds and insects, including bees,
butterflies, wasps, and moths. When we think of bees, most often we think of honey
bees. Surprising to some, honey bees are not native and not in danger of extinction.
But there are thousands of species of native bees — 350 in Vermont alone — and
many of them are at risk. Native plants are usually the best sources of nectar and
pollen. Caterpillars, too, feed on native plants and cannot eat the exotic non-native
plants grown in most perennial gardens. Caterpillars are key in the food web;
apparently it takes 6,000-9,000 of them to raise one clutch of chickadees! An added
benefit of planting natives is that they are usually easier to maintain and less fussy
about soil content, and need less water to thrive.

Why create a garden of mostly native plants?

Insect populations are in decline. The causes appear to be habitat loss, pesticides,
and land fragmentation stemming from modern agricultural practices and our love
of manicured lawns. This is a huge environmental crisis worldwide: without
pollinators, all terrestrial plant and animal life, including humans, would be in
serious trouble.

What we’re doing to help

We have chosen a variety of mostly native plants of different sizes, shapes, and
colors that bloom successively throughout the season to ensure that the bees and
insects have food from the moment they emerge until the first frost. We hope this
garden will support wildlife, delight visitors to the Weybridge Town Clerk’s Office,
and inspire others to make changes in their own home landscapes. Everyone can
help: adding just one native plant to your yard will make a difference. Together we
can work toward making our environment nourishing for all.

June 2023



Weybridge Town Clerk’s Office Garden
Resource List

Books:
Lawson, Nancy. The Humane Gardener: Nurturing a Backyard Habitat for Wildlife. New York:

Princeton Architectural Press, 2017.

Leopold, Donald J. Native Plants of the Northeast: A Guide for Gardening & Conservation.
Portland: Timber Press, 2005.

Lorimer, Uli. The Northeast Native Plant Primer: 235 Plants for an Earth-Friendly Garden.
Portland: Timber Press, 2022.

Tallamy, Douglas W. Bringing Nature Home.: How You Can Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants.
Portland: Timber Press, 2007.

Tallamy, Douglas W. Nature's Best Hope: A New Approach to Conservation That Starts in Your
Yard. Portland: Timber Press, 2020.

YouTube videos:

https://www .youtube.com/watch?v=xPP3fe74mpM (Doug Tallamy)
https://www youtube.com/xercessociety_(Xerces channel)

Helpful websites:
htips://gobotany nativeplanttrust.org/ [for looking up individual plants]

https://mtcubacenter.org/

hitps://www.nativeplanttrust.org/

https://www.northeastpollinator.cony/

https://www.nwl.org/NativePlantFinder/

hitps:.//www pollinator-pathway.org/

https://www.prairiemoon.com/

htips.://www prairienursery.com/
hups://w y.com/

https:/xerces.org/pollinator-conservation/pollinator-friendly-plant-lists
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Weybridge Town Clerk's Office Garden Plants

Amelanchier x grandiflora 'Autumn Brilliance'

Diervilla Lonicera
Geranium maculatum
Zizia aurea

Penstemon digitalis
Echinacea purpurea
Monarda fistulosa
Monarda didyma
Agastache foeniculum
Asclepias tuberosa
Lobelia siphilitica
Pycnanthemum muticum
Rudbeckia hirta
Rudbeckia fulgida
Symphyotrichum novae-angliae
Baptisia Australis
Solidago caesia
Geranium Rozanne
Nepeta faassenii
Schizachyrium scoparium
Geranium macrorrhizum

Aquilegia canadensis

NOTE: While it is best to use straight species, they are not always available. Several of these

plants are cultivars.

serviceberry

northern bush honeysuckle
wild geranium
golden Alexander
beardtongue
purple coneflower
wild bergamot
scarlet bee balm
anise hyssop
butterfly weed

great blue lobelia
blunt mountain mint
black-eyed Susan
black-eyed Susan
new England aster
blue wild indigo
blue-stemmed goldenrod
cranesbill

catmint

little bluestem
bigroot geranium

eastern red columbine






